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WHY PEOPLE SHOULD DECIDE

India won ind
a long and painful struggle against the British rule. 

shoulder-to-shoulder for about a century to drive 

movement took all decisions on the basis of majority 
of opinion without showing favour or partiality to 

policies of the government and make demands. In 

Congress demanded that there be elected members 
in the legislature with a right to discuss the budget.

representative institutions for the first time and 
associated the Indians with legislative work. By the 

were permitted to discuss resolutions on matters of 

introduced the system of Dyarchy in the provinces. 

many of whose provisions were included in the 
constitution of independent India.

freedom struggle convinced the nationalists that 

citizens had to be given power and opportunity 

the Constitution of Independent India laid down the 

class or gender) have the right to vote.

 

 

PEOPLE AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES

Should adult franchise be introduced involving 

among the members of the Constituent Assembly. 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad advocated its deferment 

plumped for adult franchise as an act of faith in the 

amidst acclamation.

individual or the citizen is the most important person. 

agencies and institutions must have the trust and 
goodwill of the people or common citizens. All 

feature of a democracy is that the government must 

3
Role of the Parliament
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THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT

he Parliament of India consists of the President 

and the two houses � the Rajya Sabha and the Lok 

in discussion in either of the two houses.

constituencies. Each of the constituencies elects one 

person to the Lok Sabha.

to nominate two members from the Anglo-Indian 

members out 

aspects of a democratic polity.

give approval to a decision directly and collectively. 

the Parliament every five years through election. 

which comprises elected representatives of the 

people form the government and control it indirectly 

elect their representatives to the State Legislative 

has separated the power and functions of the 
Parliament and the Legislative Assembly. An elected 
representative of the Parliament is called an MP and 
that of the Assembly is called an MLA.
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permanent body. It does not get dissolved. Members 

third of its members retire.

important function of the Parliament is to select 
the national or union government. After the Lok 

of India prepares a list of newly elected MPs 

a political party which has more than half the 

party is invited by the President to form the 

submits a list of prominent and experienced MPs 
to be included in the Council of Ministers. On the 

appointed by the President of India.

Prime Minister forms the executive organ of the 

heads of various departments at the national level. As 

is to implement the laws made by the Parliament.

is called the leader of the Lok Sabha. Apart from the 

leader of the largest opposition party is called the 
leader of the opposition.

political party is unable to get the majority on its 

to form a majority. Such a government is called a 
coalition government. A coalition government works 
on the basis of a common minimum programme. 

the council of ministers.

Rajya Sabha is the upper house of the Parliament. Its 
members are elected by the elected members of state 

passed by Lok Sabha  as well as the Rajya Sabha.

a Money Bill is limited.

his assent to it.

   President       Lok Sabha Rajya Sabha

  President 

 

  Prime Minister

 

  Cabinet Ministers  

 

  Ministers of State        Council of Ministers 

 

  Deputy Ministers

 

  Civil Servants

 

Perhaps the most vital function of the Parliament 
is to ensure that the executive does not overstep 
its authority and remains responsible to the 

debate in the country. Members are free to speak 
on any matter without fear.

because any M.P. can raise a question to elicit 
information from a minister regarding the working 

government. As ministers head different government 

their respective departments. By asking questions the 

the opinion and concerns of the people through their 
representatives. It is very important for every M.P. 

drawbacks in various policies and programmes of 
the government.
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s are usually written down and given 

takes some time to get the desired imformation from 
the department. A member who desires an oral 
answer to the question is required to mark it with a 
star. Such questions are  known as starred questions. 

unstarred questions.

can keep control over the government. Some of 

Motion

speaker to have a pointed discussion on a particular 

Council of Ministers. If the majority in the house 

resign.

powers of the Parliament involve grant of resources 
to the government to implement  its programmes. 

statements. If the government of India proposes to 

the Parliament.

is a key aspect of functioning of Indian democracy.

the entire country. It is the primary function of 
parliament.

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE IN THE PARLIAMENT

Parliament belonged to the upper classes and upper 
castes of Indian society. Most of them belonged to 

are many members belonging to rural areas and 
regional parties. Peoples and communities that were 

the Parliament.

Voter Turnout 

(%)

1st

10th 1991

popular participation in political activities.

1991

1999

Representative democracy involves elections which 
are very costly. Often money and muscle power play 

it is felt that representative democracy is not able 

backward castes and other historically marginalised 
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communities do not have adequate representation. 

and promote interests of their communities. Of the 

that women do not have adequate representation in 

Bill is pending before the Parliament and it is being 
earnestly debated among political parties.

participation by women. Women voter turn-out 

(for Lok Sabha) has progressively risen election after 

our democratic system is representative enough. As 

and groups which are not well represented in the 
that we are concerned about equal representation and 

the reality that ours is a vibrant democracy.

of Seats

% of 

Total

Sixth 19

Eighth

Eleventh

Sixteenth

Points to Remember

Glossary

COALITION :

LOWER HOUSE :



267

UPPER HOUSE :

ZERO HOUR :

 tIme to learn TASKS FOR SA

1.

2.

3.

4.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

1. _______________

2. _______________.

3. _______________.

4. _______________.

5. _______________

1.

2. [HOTS]

3.

4.

5.

6.
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7.

8.

1.

2.

Time to Do Tasks for FA

Life Skills
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TASKS FOR FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT-I (FA-1)

A. TABLES & CHARTS

B. ASSIGNMENT

[

C. PROJECT

D. DISCUSSION

E. 

F. COLLAGE

G. PICTURE STUDY

................................. ................................. ................................. .................................
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